
Douglas County High School
Speech and Debate Team Expectations and Policies

Learn, Commit, Grow

Welcome to the DCHS Speech and Debate team! As your coach, I’m looking forward to getting to
know you and assisting you in your efforts to excel as a forensics competitor, student, and member of
the DCHS community.  If you are a returning member of the team, you are well aware of the academic
and personal growth opportunities that the speech and debate team has to offer.  If you are new to the
team, prepare to work hard, have fun, and learn a tremendous amount about yourself and the world we
live in.

As with any class or school activity, there are policies that you must be aware of and follow in order to
participate.  Please read the following policies carefully. They are designed to allow you and your team
members to participate fully and successfully in one of the most challenging and respected activities
high school has to offer!

A Douglas County Speech and Debate Club registration fee will be instituted. The amount will reflect
the same fee that our school district requires for all competitive organizations. The fee will be
dependent on how many people join the team but will be around $100.00 for the first semester
and $50 for the second semester. This will cover individual National Speech & Debate Association
membership, tournament registration fees, access to the software program Prepd and the NSDA’s
resource packet. If you have a hard time affording the dues, please come talk to Mr. Anglemire. We
will find a way for you to join the team!

Speech & Debate registration fees will be due by
September 30, 2021. More information will be coming regarding the form of payment soon!

Students will also be responsible for paying their individual tournament entry fees to become an NFL
member. Below is the address to access and join NSADA

http://www.speechanddebate.org/

Eligibility

Academic eligibility is determined in accordance with the rules of the Colorado High School Activities
Association (CHSAA), the Douglas County School District, and Douglas County High School.
CHSAA regulations require you to be enrolled in and passing a minimum of five credit hours during a
semester. In addition, if the number of students signed up to compete in an event at a specific
tournament exceeds the entry limit, competitors will be selected based on the practice and tournament
attendance records, point records, and the coach’s discretion.

http://www.speechanddebate.org/
http://www.speechanddebate.org/


General Conduct

You represent both Douglas County High School and the community and your conduct should never be
inappropriate.  You must abide by the behavior expectations and rules of Douglas County School
District, DCHS and the speech and debate team.  These include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. No smoking, no drinking, no drugs.
a. Smoking hinders your breathing, causes hoarseness, and is illegal for those under 18.
b. Drinking and drugs are illegal.

2. Ethics
a. You are expected to uphold the highest ethical and moral standards.
b. Falsifying evidence, plagiarizing and/or lying in tournament rounds is unethical and can lead to

your dismissal from the team.
c. DCHS coaching staff must approve all interpretation cuttings to make certain they are

appropriate for competition.
d. All Douglas County High School Speech and Debate competitors will follow the Douglas

County School District Code of Student Conduct. There will be no exceptions to this code!
e. There will be an additional signed Parent/Student contract to support the previously stated team

norms.  Contract will be signed and returned to the coaches prior to ANY tournament
participation.

3. Practices

a. Mondays: Full Team Meeting and Interpretation events;
i. Time: 3-5:30 P.M.

ii. Place: Room 33
iii. We will review ballots (feedback and scores from the previous week), exercise in team

activities, and handle any administrative issues during this time.
iv. Events: DI, HI, Duo, Poetry, etc.

b. Wednesday: Debate Events
i. Time: 3-5 P.M.

ii. Place: Room 33
iii. This will involve writing cases, review cases, extemp quizzes, debate instruction, etc.
iv. Events: Lincoln-Douglas, Congressional, World School, Public Forum

c. Thursday: Public Speaking Events
i. Time: 3-5:30 P.M.

ii. Place: Room 33
iii. This will involve writing and editing INFOs and OOs, extemp quizzes and practice

rounds, and more
iv. Events: INFO, OO, Extemp, Impromptu



d. Missing Practice: As with all athletic and activity practices at DCHS, team members are
expected to attend the meeting on Monday and the appropriate practices. If for any reason you
cannot attend please check-in with Mr. Anglemire prior to practice.

e. Extra Practices: If you would like to meet more often than once a week, please let Mr.
Anglemire know! If you want to dominate the competition and hone your skills, we can make
that happen together.

f. Schedule Conflicts: If you have a schedule conflict, let Mr. Anglemire know immediately so
that he can change the schedule to accommodate for the issue.

g. Peer Coaches: Returning members will support, and help train new members. As I am just one
man, I can not be coaching every event at once. This will be a lettering requirement. The best
way to learn… is to teach! This is a great way to build team culture, improve one’s own skills,
and help the younger members of the team.

4. Transportation

a. In almost all cases, team members are responsible for their own transportation to and from the
tournament sites.

b. On occasion, district bus transportation will be used when the tournament location and number
of entries justifies the cost. The cost per student for bus transportation will be announced as early
as possible prior to the tournament.

c. District policy will be followed and no student will be transported by a teacher or coach to or
from a tournament.

5. National Forensic League
a. National Forensic League (NFL) Lifetime Membership fee: $20.00
b. You must earn 25 points to become a member of the National Forensics League (one of the

oldest honors societies in the country).
c. Membership includes a certificate and pin.
d. You must be a member of the NFL to compete in the NFL district tournament and student

congress (national qualifying tournaments).

6. Meals and Lodging
a. Team members are responsible for their own food and lodging expenses (if enough interest is

expressed in attending an overnight tournament). Travel to tournaments outside of the metro
Denver area will not be done during this season.

7. Tournaments
a. Be on time! I can not help you if you show up late and miss your round.
b. Notify Mr. Anglemire if an emergency occurs and you will be late or are unable to compete.
c. You may not leave the tournament building or campus without the direct permission of Mr.

Anglemire.



8. Dress code
a. Professional attire is required at tournaments.  Please don’t wear  t-shirts, jeans, baggies, shorts,

midriffs, short skirts, flip flops or tennis shoes while competing.
b. Boys may wear a nice shirt and slacks, but preferably a suit.
c. Girls should wear a dress, a nice blouse and skirt or slacks, or a suit.

9. Consequences for breaking the rules
a. DCHS administration will be notified when a school policy has been violated and appropriate

disciplinary steps will be taken.
b. Your parents/guardians may be called and asked to arrange for your immediate transportation

home.
c. You may be dismissed from the team if the offense warrants such action.

10. Parent support
a. Running a speech & debate team takes a village. As a result, I always love any and all parental

support. Here are some ways in which you may help:
i. Support for fundraising

ii. Support for snacks at tournaments or late practices
iii. Support for transportation (as DCHS does not provide busses, this forces the team to be

rather creative regarding transportation to and from tournaments).

11. Tournament Etiquette
a. Respect/courtesy during tournament rounds

i. If you are observing a round, you will not leave until it is completed.
ii. While you may laugh at an HI, stifle tears during a DI, or find yourself enraged at a

debate stance, please make sure that your noise level is appropriate to the event you are
observing.

b. You are always welcome to come to a tournament in order to observe events, hone your skills,
and support the team. Please let Mr. Anglemire know if you plan on doing this as he may have an
“assignment” for you that day regarding specific events.

c. Afford respect to judges, coaches, competitors, parents, and tournament personnel.
d. When watching a tournament round there will be NO USE OF:

i. Phones
ii. Ipads

iii. Headphones
iv. Any other electronic devices

e. Reach out to Mr. Anglemire if you need anything using the Remind app.



DCHS Competitive Speech & Debate

Letter Criteria

The DCHS Speech and Debate team is made up of students who are committed

individual competitors and committed team players. Letters will be awarded to

students who meet or exceed the following criteria.

Competition Criteria

1. Competes both Fall and Spring semester

2. Competes in 2 of the following 3 tournaments, if invited: (NSDA District

Qualifying Congress, NSDA District Qualifying Tournament)

3. State Qualifying Tournament

4. Earns at least 75 competition points

a. Points will be based off of the NSDA point system. For more information,

please see Mr. Anglemire

Team Player Criteria

1. Participates in at least one team fundraiser

2. Attends team meetings and practices on a regular basis

3. Is a positive force on the team

4. Mentors new members as a peer coach



DCHS Speech and Debate Team Consent to Participate
Although participation in supervised speech and debate activities may be one of the least hazardous activities
that any student will engage in, it is impossible to eliminate all risks.  A coach or other authorized adult will
accompany the team to all tournaments, but it is impossible for him or her to be with each individual student
throughout the entire tournament.  By signing a permission form, parents and students acknowledge that they
have read and understand this warning.  PARENTS OR STUDENTS WHO DO NOT WISH TO ACCEPT
THESE RISKS SHOULD NOT SIGN THIS FORM.

1. I understand that teachers may use their judgment in securing medical aid and ambulance
service in case of an emergency or mild injury when parents/guardians cannot be reached.

2. I understand it is my responsibility as a parent or legal guardian to bring my student to the
meet (approximately 30 minutes before the 1st round) and to pick my student up when the
tournament is over.

3. I have read the foregoing information and hereby give my consent for
_________________________________ to participate in speech and debate tournaments for

Douglas County High School during the 2019-2020 school year.
___________________________________ __________________________
Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian Date

Coaches should be aware of the following medical needs of the student:

Please indicate if your student carries his/her own medication - Yes:________________         No:________________

Douglas County High School Speech and Debate Team Parent/Student CONTRACT

I ____________________________________________________________________ as the parent/guardian of
_____________________________________________________________________ have read and will abide
by the DCHS Speech and Debate Team policies.

I as the student and member of the Douglas County High School Speech & Debate team will abide by the
DCHS Speech and Debate Team policies.

Student Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Parents, I appreciate your participation with the team. Please contact Mr. Anglemire at
manglemire@dcsdk12.org for any information.

NOTE: The above student-parent handbook will be emailed to you. I look forward to working with you to
support your student’s growth as a public speaker and will appreciate your support in helping to continue to
build the positive comradery and culture that our DCHS team has enjoyed.


